
2023 TENTATIVE BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING 
TOWN BOARD 

TOWN OF STEPHENTOWN 
26 GRANGE HALL ROAD, STEPEHTOWN, NY 12168 

OCTOBER 10, 2022 
 

The Regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Stephentown was called to order by Supervisor Philip Roder 
7:01 PM at the Town Hall. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
( X  ) Supervisor Philip Roder   ( X ) High. Superin. Alden Goodermote  
( X   ) Council Diana Clark    ( X )  Assessor, Jennifer Van Deusen   
( X  ) Council William Jennings                ( X ) Town Attorney Craig Crist 
( X  ) Council Everett Madden    ( X ) Supervisor’s Bookkeeper, Maureen Seel 
( X  ) Council Kyle Kidney                 
( X  ) Town Clerk Stephanie Hoffman               
                                
A quorum   ( X ) was      (    ) wasn't      established.  
 
0 from the Public were present 
 
REPORT FROM THE TOWN BOARD: 

• PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #9 OF 2022 SOLAR MORATORIUM OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 AT 6:45PM 
• PUBLIC HEARING ON 2023 TOWN BUDGET OCTOBER 24TH , 2022 AT 7:00PM 
• SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING TO ADOPT THE 2023 TOWN BUDGET NOVEMBER 14TH, 2022 AT 7:00PM 
• REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 21ST, 2022 AT 7:00PM 

 
Supervisor Roder: reported the tentative budget is currently over the current tax cap by approximately $70,000.00. 
- Historical society requested $20,000.00 normally receive $6,000.00, the request was due to ARPA funds that were 
“promised” to them. Return the amount to $6,000.00 and board may think about a possible “one timer” this will 
close a little bit of the gap. Discussion of the CHIPS revenue in the highway fund.  
 
Superintendent Goodermote: reported state funds are not promised, did not include any ARPA funding requests. 
Plans to work on bridges next year and has started stocking up on crusher run for next year due to the costs 
increasing.  
 
Supervisor Roder: increase CHIPS revenue to $150,000.00 that will close the gap a little as well.  
 
Bookkeeper Seel: reported that puts you over the cap by $21,860.07 without unexpended funds. Asks the board if 
there is anything that stands out.  
 
Council Jennings: reported he will ask questions as they go through it.  
 
Supervisor Roder: we put in a 2% across the board like prior years, finally believe Larry after all these years that 
the bookkeeper line should be increased. The bookkeeper is at a 25% increase.  
 
Council Jennings: questions the Contractual line on the Supervisor’s account, expressed concern if there is enough 
budgeted in that line for next year due to the over expense for this year.  
 
Supervisor Roder: believes he should be good for next year he purchased a lot of prepaid postage envelopes this year 
and expected to last next year.  
 
Council Jennings: question the 42% increase for the Tax Collectors contractual line. 
 



Supervisor Roder: reported that Tax Collector Grant reported that the County is no longer covering the cost to mail 
out the tax bills the expense will be put on the municipalities.  Assessor the normal 2%, no significant increase on 
Town Clerk’s – just some shifting on accounts. Did not request an increase in pay due to requesting an increase for 
the Deputy to increase hourly rate.  
 
Council Jennings: you aren’t increasing the Town Clerk? Are you decreasing your hours? 
 
Town Clerk Hoffman: No, my hours will remain the same.  
 
Supervisor Roder: the Deputy line increased so she didn’t ask for one. Attorney fee should be adjusted. We have 2 
lawsuits in front of us.  
 
Assessor VanDeusen: explained and discusses the possible Assessment suit.  
 
Bookkeeper Seel: Are you increasing the attorney line? 
 
Supervisor Roder: have a lot in front of the boards right now and not sure what is going to happen next year.  
 
Discussion on increasing the attorney line to $15,000.00. – Board agrees  
 
Supervisor Roder: discussion if the buildings line should be increased 
 
Council Clark: asked if the discussed projects are going to move forward, i.e. mini splits  
 
Supervisor Roder: expressed concerns of the increase of fuel costs. 
 
Superintendent Goodermote: reported difficulties getting kerosene from the port, suggests switching to propane. 
Suggests increasing the buildings line to $25,000. 
 
Supervisor Roder: was thinking $23,000.00 to $24,000.00 
 
Council Kidney: reported that he met with tech for the furnace and he did not recommend switching this furnace 
over to propane.  
 
Supervisor Roder: increase buildings to $22,500.00.   
 
Council Jennings: reminded everyone this is to prepare for the preliminary budget we can revisit, prices are going 
up and down.   
 
Supervisor Roder: asked if everyone was comfortable where the budget was at.  
 
Board agreed – no further comments. 
 
Supervisor Roder: requested a copy from the bookkeeper of the changes made to the budget this evening.  
 
At 7:38PM a Motion was made by Supervisor Roder to enter into Executive Session for Attorney-Client discussion.  
Motion Second by Councilmen Jennings  
Votes:    5 Aye  0 Nay 
 
At 8:05PM a Motion was made by Councilmen Jennings to exit Executive Session for Attorney-Client discussion.  
Motion Second by Councilwomen Clark  
Votes:    5 Aye  0 Nay 
 
 



 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 8:05 PM 
MOTION BY: JENNINGS    SECONDED BY: CLARK  
VOTES OF:         5    AYE     0  NAY             
 
**A Workshop Meeting is held every second Monday of every month at 7:00PM at the Town Hall. 
 
**The next Regular Meeting of the Town Board, Town of Stephentown will be held on Monday, October 17th, 
2022 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. 
 

Stephanie  M.  Hoffman 
Town Clerk 
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